
REGIONAL AIRPORTS
CONTRIBUTING TO AND CONNECTING  
OUR COMMUNITIES

2,000
landing strips (400 aerodromes),  
250 provide public transport.

In 2016-17, domestic RPT 
aircraft movements were in 
excess of 1.2 million, of this 
over 360,000 or nearly 25% 
were to or from an airport in 
regional Australia.

360,000+ flights

– $170m shortfall in 
maintenance and 
infrastructure funding.

– Costs for airports to increase 
by 40% over next 10 years.

– Old pavement and lighting 
infrastructure (WWII era).

– Current Government funding 
(RAAP) ending.

– Unique challenges in regional 
areas. 

– Assistance needed to 
maintain safe aviation 
operations.

– A two-pronged approach:

1.  Extend the Regional 
Aviation Access 
Programme (RAAP) at 
$15m per year for four 
more years.

2.  Develop a new airport 
grants program for 
regional airports (not just 
remote airstrips) to fund 
$25m per year for four 
years.
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More than 15 million passengers fly in and out of regional Australia each year. To continue being a successful and 
prosperous nation, the back bone of Australia, the regions, need equitable access to markets, health care, exports  
and produce - all of which are facilitated by regional airports. The Australian Airports Association (AAA), with support 
from the Australian Logistics Council (ALC), Regional Aviation Association of Australia (RAAA) and the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service (RFDS), are asking the Government to provide all regional airports access to funding to undertake 
essential infrastructure investment to improve safety and keep our regions connected.

INDUSTRY SNAPSHOT

15m 
passengers
Domestic passengers account for 
around 117 million trips per year, 
regional passengers are estimated 
at around 12 per cent or 15 million 
passengers per year. 25%



LIGHTING 
FOCUS

CONTRIBUTION 

In regional and remote airports lighting 
is a key issue. Many airports still have 
WW2 era lighting systems. These systems 
are expensive to operate and, due to 
their age, expensive to maintain. At some 
aerodromes, there is no lighting at all. 

In an interview with the ABC in August 
2016 an experienced RFDS pilot is 
quoted as saying, 

“The last resort, we can land with the 
lights of four cars, which gives us a 
touchdown point and where the other 
end of the airstrip is, but that’s an 
absolute last resort.” 

Lighting is critical to the operation of 
an aerodrome, the provision of reliable 
lighting for regional airports is of key 
importance to local communities.

Australia is one of the most 
sparsely populated land 
masses in the world. 

Our dependence on air transport to link 
our cities and regions with each other and 
the rest of the world means aviation is an 
industry of national strategic importance 
to Australia. 

Aviation is a critical part of the national 
economy supporting all facets of 
business, trade and tourism activities 
which in turn contribute significantly to 
Australia’s prosperity.

An RFDS aircraft    
taking off from an  

unpaved runway. 

Regional airports:

– Are essential 
infrastructure assets.

– Keep communities 
connected.

– Facilitate essential 
services.

– Drive economic growth.

– Open opportunities for 
other industries.

 

Australian producers export 
foodstuffs worth in excess of  
$1.6 billion annually. Australian fresh 
produce is marketed across Asia, 
the Middle East, Europe, North 
America and the Pacific. Including 
beef, seafood, dairy and produce. 
This is a growing market, improved 
infrastructure will enable more 
Australian regional suppliers to tap 
into this lucrative expanding sector.

$1.6b export

Estimated that regional 
Australia accounts 
for 45 per cent of 
Australia’s tourism 
industry. Importantly 
approximately 50 cents 
of every dollar spent in 
regional Australia stays in 
regional Australia. 

50c 
of every dollar

$1

Regional airports employ 

1,700
full-time workers and support an 

additional 2,750 jobs.

CASE STUDIES 

When lives are in the balance  
medical evacuation aircraft have even 
used flaming toilet rolls to provide 
makeshift landing lights.



LIVESTOCK 
/WILDLIFE 

ISSUES 

ACTION 
REQUIRED 
To allow regional airports 
to continue to play vital 
roles in sustaining regional 
economies, enabling 
access to specialist health, 
education, commercial 
and recreational facilities, 
and facilitating social 
connections, the AAA and 
its industry partners are 
proposing a two-pronged 
solution. 

Extend the Regional Aviation Access Programme (RAAP) for a  
further four years and top it up by $2m a year, taking it to a 
$15m a year grants program. This would be $60m over the four years. 
This fund has made a real difference to communities such as Bulloo 
Shire Council who have been able to upgrade the lighting system 
at Thargomindah through a grant of $133,000 through the Remote 
Airstrip Upgrade Programme. 

The RAAP is rightly focussed on remote communities, allowing them to have 
access to the same services as other Australians.

Develop a new grants program, similar to the RAAP that would allow 
other regional centres (not just those that are remote) to apply for 
funding. The fund would be $25m a year or $100m over the four years. 
This new program would allow for airports such as Moruya in regional 
NSW or Biloela in regional QLD to apply for funding which under the 
existing RAAP, they would be ineligible. 

Both programs would still allow for the 50:50 funding contribution split between 
local/state government and the Commonwealth. However, all applicants need to 
be assessed on a case by case basis, to allow for special provisions where an equal 
contribution arrangement may not be possible. 
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Good fences make good neighbours, 
Australia has some of the most unique 
wildlife in the world, but the middle of 
a regional airport runway is not where 
you want to see them. Appropriate 
fencing is critical to the safe and secure 
operation of any airport. 

Almost daily, regional airport operators 
can be confronted by a range of animals 
found wild in Australia. Anything from 
bandicoots and bilbies through to 
kangaroos and wallabies are frequently 
seen around regional and remote 
airports. 

Native animals are not the only risk, 
livestock can also be a problem. AAA 
members have reported needing to 
remove cattle, sheep and even camels 
from airport surrounds.

Lighting and wildlife are not the only 
challenges pilots have when taking off or 
landing at Australian regional airports. Pilot 
skills and dedication cannot overcome the 
hazards presented by a closed airstrip. In 
regional Australia, rain and poor weather 
conditions can quickly make an unsealed 
airstrip unsafe – it can take as little as  
3-4 millimetres of rain to put an airstrip  
out of action.

In the 21st century, in an advanced nation 
like Australia, it is simply unacceptable for 
some regional communities to have little or 
no access to medical care for half the year. 
The reliability of an all-weather airstrip is 
crucial for the safe operation of medical 
evacuations and the well-being of regional 
communities.

RUNWAYS

All regional and remote airports 
are key pieces of infrastructure in 
times of natural disaster. 

key 
infrastructure

over 

6,000 
Patient rescues/transfers 

across Australia, over 6,000 
emergency evacuations  

a year.

Across Australia, airports 
house more than 500 aircraft 
available to be deployed for 
firefighting duties. 

500 
aircraft



SUPPORTERS

ENDORSEMENT

Remote Australians depend on the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service (RFDS) for emergency health care and visiting 
medical services. The RFDS in turn depends on airstrips 
in remote areas being repaired and fenced to keep wild 
animals at bay; kangaroos and emus are fine on the 
national emblem, but have no place on remote airstrips 
during RFDS emergency landings. 

The Remote Airstrip Upgrade Program (RAUP) is not 
just an infrastructure program, it is an essential part 
delivering health care in the bush.

The RAAA fully supports this initiative. Serviceable 
runways are essential, particularly in rural and remote 
locations beyond the range of EMS helicopters. Fixed 
wing aircraft, such as the RFDS and other EMS providers 
rely on these airports to enable the provision of timely 
and acute medical intervention.

ALC represents the nation’s major logistics supply 
chain customers, providers, infrastructure owners and 
suppliers. In order to foster a stronger, more efficient 
national supply chain, it is essential to have a safe and 
sustainable regional airport network. 

This is especially important given the centrality of 
exports to Australia’s continuing economic performance. 
ALC is proud to support efforts to secure  
greater investment and funding support for those 
regional airports that need it most.

Regional Australia is critically dependent on reliable, 
efficient and safe aviation infrastructure and this must 
be a priority for the Commonwealth Government. 

Our regional airports need funding support now if they 
are to continue to provide vital transport infrastructure 
for regional and remote communities, ranging from 
emergency service access, general aviation, freight and 
passenger services.
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